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VIEW OF THE Loke Somerset site 'wo years age.

lmke SOmerset Makes It Four

by C. Robert Glover, Chief
Censervarion Education

Pennsylvenie Flsh Commission

“The Roof Garden of Pennsylvamia,” as the
vicinity of the Borough of Somerset is billed by
its Chamber of Commerce, now has a lake.

At the time of its mid-October dodication it
was only a semblance of what it will be when
Dame Nature spills another twelve inches of
moisture on its watersshed, Right now it is one-
fourth full, If normal precipitation prevails,
along about mid-Spring, 1957, shounld see the
first trvickle lap over the spillway. And when
that happens, the 1600 foot dam breast re-

SPILLWAY ond dambreast. When full,
ond flowing over 3pill, water lovel
will be oppreximotely three foot
vp the stone rip-rap of the breost,

cently completed by the Pennsylvania Fish
Commission will back up 253 surface acres of
water within the total 468 acre plot. The lake
will be approximately 13{ miles long, 14 mile
across at its widest point, with an average
depth of 15 feet, 26 feet at its deepest point
and present 714 miles of shoreline. As it fills,
5,000 largemounth bass and 20,000 bluegill sun-
fish also will be adding to their proportions.
The introduction of these fishes capped the
dedication ceremony which saw Pennsylvania's
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It. Governor Roy E. Furman deliver the main
address and head a distinguished list of attend-
ing dignitaries, representing Federal, State and
local governments and agencies and sports
men's groups.

It was a big moment for the people of Som-
erset and environs—the fruition of a dream
that presented itsell no less than 18 years ago.

In that regard, and sounding the keynote
of the project on the occasion of the dediea-
tion, C. H. Tennent, President of the Somerset
Chamber of Commerce and Master of Cere-
monies, said, “Lake Somerset is the result of
the joint efforts of the Pennsylvania Fish Com-
mission, our Chamber of Commerce and the
Somerset County Sportsmen's league over a
period of many years. The thoughts, plans and
hopes of achieving this project can be traced
back to 1938, It required the efforts of 3 great
many people, both individually and collectively
as groups and organizations.

“I BRING greatings and best withas
o you fram ha sncslloncy, e
Governer of Pemnsy'venie,

=
f

John  Greveble, el . Wik

OHM.‘M X pa— Y “.
misslonar J. M. Crischfold olos was
present
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“Since three years ago, when it appeared that
finally this lake would become a reality, there
were long hours of planning and meeting, miles
and miles of legwork and contacts too num-
erous o mention.

“Our local Junior Chamber of Commerce was
contacted initially by the Fish Commission,
Their proposal was referred to the Senior
Chamber, which undertook, among other
things, to negotiate with property owners at
the lake site for options to purchase the land
required.

“During these negotiations it was learned
that the $200 per acre maximum to which the
Fish Commission was limited would not be
sufficient to purchase many of the required
acres. The problem was resolved by a fund
drive undertaken by our Chamber of Com-
merce, which, thanks o the civie mindedness
of many of our businessmen and other citizens,

AFTER A LOY of work ond o lot of

1alk come the fish. Shoring the in-

troduction honors were the Henor-

obles Roy E. Furmen, L. Govermer

of Pennsylvonla ond R. Stanley

Smith, presidemt of the Pennsylvania
Fish Commission.

resulted in cufficient funds to make up the
difference.”

In total, the amount raised by the Somerset
people amounted to approximately $50,000.
The cost of the land to the Fish Commission
over and above that amount was $101,042.60.
Another $152,629 was expended in the con-
struction of the dam and the development of
the site. The latter includes the construction
of an access road, of parking and sanitary
facilities and of a coneession building.

In addition to the cooperation lent the Fish
Commission and the performances of the folks
of Somerset Borough, the officers of Somerset
Township planned to institute zoning that
would bar for all time any development
in the lake’s relatively small watershed that
would decrcase the quality of the arca for
family enjoyment.

The minimum of erosion occurring in the
watershed—a cirenmstance that will present a
silt-free lake for many years to come, plus
the assurance that such a zoming ordinance
would be forthcoming, were important factors
in the Commission’s belicf that this will prove
a most worthwhile projeet.

It is to be noted that Lake Somerset was a
Dingell-Johnson project whereby the Fish Com-
mission will, upon the project’s total comple-
tion and approval, be reimbursed to the extent
of 75% of the total cost to the Commission
out of the fund created by the existing Fed-
eral excise tax on fishing tackle.

Other vital statisties of Lake Somerset are:
located in Somerset County in the Township
of Somerset, 14 mile north of Somerset Bor-
ough and the Pennsylvania Turnpike between
Rt. 533 and U, S, Rt 219, 65 miles cast of Pitts.
burgh, 28 miles south of Johnstown on the
East Branch of Coxe’s Creek, tributary to the
Casselman River: land acquisition initisted in
September, 1954; dam construction started in
Augast, 1955: dam ecompleted in September,
1956: dedicated on October 11, 1956; it is a
fishing lake only —swimming and motorboats
will not be permitted.

Lake Somerset is a total Fish Commission
project, in that i« every department—real
estate, administrative, engineering, hiological,
hatchery and education played a role. From
this point on the fisheries management division
takes over completely, and will manage it as a
warm water fishing facility. The groundwork
for that activity was laid several months ago
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when the feeder streams and the marsh area
the lake now covers were chemically treated
to kill off all fish life. A new population was
established when that dedication day stocking,
mentioned carlier, was made,

By next Spring it is expected that the blue-
gills of that stocking will he of catchable size.
It could be that some of the bass may likewise
be suitable for the pan. But to make sure,
adults of both species are scheduled for release
therein vext Spring and will be supplemented
by walleye, black crappie and brown bullheads,

Thus Loke Somerset makes it four—the
fourth fishing lake and largest o date cone
structed by the Penmsylvania Fish Commission
in ity program of creating new fishing waters,

Earlier lakes constructed were Virgin Run in

Fayette County, a 30 acre body of water with-
in a 135 aecre plot, in 1951; Duman Dam in
Cambria County, a 20 acre lake within a 58
acre plot, completed in 1952; Glade Run Lake
in Butler County, a 60 acre body of water
within a 145 acre plot, completed in 1954,

Scheduled o get under construction this year
was a fifth lake at Dutch Fork in Washington
Coonty. However, the lack of funds presently
available to the Fish Commission for new lake
construction plus the faet that allotted but
unused  Dingell-Johnson money will remain
available until June 30, 1957, before it would
revert 1o the Federal treasury, prompted the
deferment of dam construction at Diteh Fork
mntil the forepart of next vear.

WHAT IS A FISHERMAN?

(With Apologies to What Ts 2 Boy and all boys who don't fish,)

In innocemt boyhood, in dignified manhoad and in
honored old ase we find a delightful creature called a
fisherman, Fishermen come in all sizes, weights, colors,
antos, boats, caps and boots. Ther are all dedicated,
emlaved and bondazed to the same urge . . . To en-
joy every second of every minute of every hour of
every day and night beside a stream, lake or bay and
to protest if there is interference by law, indaw or
Nature.

Fishormen are found everywhere . . . on top of,
beneath, climbing over, sitting on, standing by, shiver
ing in, dripping with, hiding from, breathing down, 1wo
stops ahead of, getting ready, digging for, bailing out,
running after fish trocke, drogging in, bragging abom
and smelling of, Mothers loved them, locky girls mar-
ried them, uncles and big brothery teased them, fathers
and grandpas taveht thow. God enlisted them. The fish
warden watches for them. A fisherman is a lie with a
new look, a story with a new angle. All his hopes for
the foture sre tied 10 tomorrew or the day when the
fish will be biting and he will be there.

A fisherman is & composite. He has the appetite of a
bluegill, the digestion of a shark, the enersy of a
muskellunge, the curlesity of a native brook trom, the
lunss of a farmer hawling out o trespasser, the imasi-
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nation of 4 lare munufsciurer; the irresponsibility of o
frayed tippet, the uscfalness of a blacklash en = durk
night, the glamour of a hellerammite and the staying
power of a relative,

Nobedy else is so carly to rise, so ignoramt of Janch,
so late for supper or so lukewarm about chores. No-
body clse gets so much fun out of weeds, lly pade,
swunken logs, long worms, heavyr rains, fresh alr ond
stinking minoows. Nobody else can cram into one pecket
two rusty knives, a piece of shriveled garden worm, 3
feet, of knotted invisible leader, six split shot, u grocery
order, last yeor's fishing button, twe bottle openers, &
rageed wet fly and a topographical mup showing his
favorite fishing holes,

A fisherman is o magic creature. You con lock him
in your workshop, but his heart is dancing on » trowmt
stream. You might as well give up—"he’s got nething
1o do, and it's sll done” He can be captured, jailed
bossed, mastered—but only by a missing bundle of noisy
small fry who perks up the bopes and shattered droams
of every “skunked™ fisherman by showting, “Hi, Dad!
Catch any foh?

Reprinted Jrom Oil City Derrick and the sutdoor
column “Toll wnd Unewt™ by Steve Szalowics.




