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Fish Commission Begins Construction of
Lake Somerset

253 acre lake largest, most accessible public fishing loke
ever undertoken by Commission

GROUND BREAKING CEREMONIES ot Soemerse! Loke, Among those toking
part were [L—R): Monorable Morry Naugle, $tate Representative, Menor-
oble Thomeos F. Lansherry, presidest judge, Somerset Cownty Court whe
made the ceremonial oddress; Dr. | Mess Wagner, Paster, Trinity Luthareon
Church; Uoyd Ogline, Darics Dicksen and George Pyle, Towmbhip Super-
visors; Chorles Mclaughlin, President, Somerset Chamber of Commerce;
Simon Uhl, Esq., Mon. John Greneble, member Ponnsylvania Fluh Commis-
slen; Jomes Knepper, Ord Rice, T. F. O'Mare, Comstruction Engineer,
Pernna. Fish Commission; Cyrll G. Regan, Chief, Division of Lond and Water
Acquisitian, Panna, Pish Commission ond Gromt Miller,

On Wednesday, August 17th, ground Ponpsylvania  State Highway Route
was bhroken and construction begun Number 53, within full view from the
on what may well become the largest turnpike, just a little more than one
highest, and most sccessible public hour's drive from downtown Pitts-
fishing lake ever undertaken by the burgh
Pemnsylvania Fish Commission Lake Somerset will flood and pro-

Altending the ceremonies were vide 253 surface acres of water and
many dignitaries of Somerset County will serve to answer o long crying
with The Honorsble John W. Gres noed for additional fishing opportuni-
noble, a member of the Fish Com- thes In  this southwestern area of
mission, turning first spade of Pennusylvanin,
earth, thus marking the Initial start The search for thiy lake site was
of the big project. made by Cyril G. Regan, Chief of the

When completed, the new publie Division of Land and Water Acquisi-
fishing and recreational center will be tlon of the Pennavlvania Fish Come
known as Lake Somerset, Located on mission, and was located during Apri)
the Eayt Branch of Coxes Creek it is of 1955, In August of 1934, the Somer=-
within casy access o the publie, being et Chamber of Commeree becamt
just one<hall mile northeast of the actlve and ascistod in obtalning and
Somersdt Interchange on the Penn- concluding options. The options by the
sylvania Turnpike apd laying hetween Chumber of Commerce were delivered
U S Highway Romte Number 219 and to the Fish Commission on December

n

TURNING NIRST SHOVIL of sarth ¥
Commissioner John W. Grencble:
spaclally plated shovel fernished
Somersot Chamber of Commert®

17, 1954 and on June 30, 1855 dtle for
the entire property was conveyed lo
the Commission,

With & specially plated shovel fur-
nished by the Chamber of Commerce,
and amid music provided by the Rock~
wood High School Band Commis-
sloner John Grenoble for and on be-
half of the Fish Commission, wurned
the first shovel of carth, while a crowd
of hundreds of enthusiastic people
smiled and applauded. In his remarks
Mr. Grenoble stated "1 consider it a
great honor to perform this initial sct
and sssure the fshermen and the
people of Pennyylvania generslly thot
the Fish Commission will continue 1o
further improve and expand the pub-
lic fishing potentisl in our great Com-
monwealth, We shall be ever mindful
of and invite your good construclive
eritielsm.”
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On the speakers’ platiorm with
Charles E. Melaughlin, Presidemt of
the Somerset Chamber of Commurce
who acted as master of ceromonios
were The Hoporable Thomis Landse
berry, President Judge of the Somer-
set County Court; The Honorable
Hurry A, Npugle of Davidsville and
The Hoperable Paul A. Stephens of
Meyersdale, both members of the
Pennsylvania House of Represesta.
ties. Judge Landsberry who made the
ceremonial pddress, was high in his
praise for the Pennsylvania Fish Com-
mission and for the fine co-operation
which developed and existed between
the Commission and the Somerset
Chamber of Commerce in helping
moke Lake Somerset poassible. The
Judge graciowsly extended the thanks
and gratitude of the county and ex-
pressed his confidence in the world
of good which the lake will serve and
contribute to the social and economic
phases of public life in the State.

Immediately following the program,
work on the lake got underway, and
will be under the direction of Thomas
F. O'Hara, Construction Engineer of
the Fish Commission, The costs will
be defrayed with funds furnished by
the Dingell-Johnson Act, as admin-
istered by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Pennsylvania
Fish Commission and the Somerset
Chamber of Commerce.

Angling Antics

By Erma Reymolds

Trouble instead of fish was

the result when a Kansas fisher~
man made a back cast. His line
became tangled with the auto-
matic signal system of a rail-
road and caused lights to show
red over a 107-mile stretch of
track. Seventeen trains were
stopped and two hours elapsed
before the situation could be
vorrected.

What's Your Angling Problem?

By Dick Knight

If wou have an angling problem that's bothering you send your
mguiry to the Editor. While every effort will be made to answer all

mquiries in space allotted, duplications will be deleted and inguiries
edited as necessnry,

Question: Fve caught some protty hig curp but can you tell me the
world’s record? N K.—Philadelphia, Pa.

Answoer: According to “Maeld and Stream Magezine” the world’s
record carp 1oan taken on hook and line, weighed 55 pounds, 5 ounces
m Cleariater Lake, Minnesota in 1052, The all-time record was an
EYepownd, 8 ounce fish canght in Pretoria, South Af by commercial
methods, This past Jime a Mississippl river commercial fisherman caught
a 59% pound carp on a trot line, It was taken on a bit of eugleworn
the size of a pou.

Q-1 just purchased a spinning rod wnd intend uwsing it for bass
and walloye this soason, Is there any particular method or lure 1

should use? R.M.—~Montoursville, Pa.

A~Spinning, ax a method, lends itself to light lures. Try midget
plugs and small spoons. Fish them deep, right on bottom. Probe those
deep pockets at the base of riffles and fish them SLOWLY and corefully.
With balt, use chubs or redfing, hooked lightly through the lips, and
fished in the same manner, With hellgrammites, use a small bubble
to hold them just free of the bottom as they drift.

Q1 Jost five big fish this year. | seem 10 hook a lot of them and
land very few. What's wrong? L.B.—Wellsboro, Pa.

A-Youw've plenty of company. They wouldn’t be big if they were
casy to land. But you can make it a little easier if you foliow a few
simple rules:

(1) Before sach trip, check yowr (ackie for weaknesses.

(2) Play the fish on a long line §f water permits. This will pre-
vent those frantic surges when he sees you.

(3) Do wmot fight him i his own home water. Back out to the
shallows end lead Aim into a fighting ground of your selection
vather thaw hix. Leave it up to him and gou ave 75% defeated
before you atart.

(4) There ix no hurry in landing lorge fish, Take your time and
tire him completely before bringing 10 net.

Q1 enjoy everything about fishing except the cleaning. lsn't there
un easy way to seale fish without making your arms tired?
S.W.—Pittshurgh, Pa.

A-We know what you mean and there ore some fairly good scalers
offered on the market, If you really went to do it the easy way use
an electric drill and o half<inch pipe tap. The pipe top is spiny on one
end, square on the other, All you have to do kg round off the square
end to fit the deill socket, then go ont and cateh some fish,
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